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Chiang Kai-shek’s Strategy to the Bombardment of Kinmen by PLA in 1958
Based on the Study of “Chiang Kai-shek Diaries”

Liu Dayu

Abstract: People’s Liberation Army shelled Kinmen in 1958 which is the second major event in the Taiwan Strait crisis.

Prior to the bombardment Chiang Kai-shek made full preparations and tried to take this opportunity to implement his military

strategy of “Zionist offensive”. While at the time of the bombardment the United States urged the Kinmen defenders to retreat

so as to create “Two Chinas”. However Chiang Kai-shek was against it and insisted on “One China” principle which echoed

with Mao Zedong thus kept the Taiwan issue continually in the situation of “Struggle within the KMT”.

Key Words: bombardment of Kinmen by PLA Chiang Kai-shek response
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