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Abstracts

Integration and Solidification: Rethinking the Core of the History of Chinese Culture Ge Zhaoguang

The complexity of China and Chinese culture urges us to reflect on the fundamental problem of what is at its
core. This reflection reveals a few basic truths: first, even the Chinese cultural tradition of the Han nationality
is a mixture of different kinds of cultures from different origins, so it is inadvisable to write the history of Chi-
nese culture as the single historical thread of one group of people. Second, since the ancient Chinese culture has
undergone several instances of integration and solidification (or unification), the axis of the history of Chinese
culture should be placed within the complicated process of integration and solidification. Third, since modern
China inherited traditional China, especially the complicated ethnic groups, territories, and cultural traditions,
studies in the history of Chinese culture should pay special attention to what kind of culture is the “Chinese”.
Fourth, since China has been fluctuating between states of continuity and discontinuity ever since the late Qing
and Republican era, what is the cultural foundation of contemporary Chinese identity becomes an enormous
problem. Therefore, the study of the history of Chinese culture should emphasize the problems of nationality,
territory, and religion in relation to the people’s “identity”, and one especially needs to focus on the problem of

how “China” shaped “culture”, as well as how “culture” shaped “China”.

Chinese Historiography Moving Forward alongside World Historiography :

a Study Centered on the International Congress of Historical Sciences Zhang Guangzhi

The 22nd International Congress of Historical Sciences will be held in Jinan City of China in 2015. Origina-
ting in Europe, the ICHS has already endured more than a century since its founding in1898, and has experi-
enced the three common stages of establishment, development, and internationalization. Its development was in-
spired and influenced by the Western culture, and has deeply influenced modern Western historiography. Many
Chinese historians have been connected with these conferences and their permanent organ, the International
Committee of Historical Science, as early as the 1920s. Hu Shi attended the Eighth International Congress of
Historical Sciences held in Zurich of Switzerland in August 1938. Thereafter, China had an informal relationship
with the Congress, until it became an official member in 1982. Now China is assuming a more prominent posi-
tion on the world stage and in world academics, and as a window for communication between Chinese and foreign
historians, the ICHS can help China and the rest of the world learn more about each other. China has an impor-

tant role to play in world history studies.

The Idea of Reason in Chinese Philosophy Yang Guorong

In Chinese philosophy, reason reflected in “thinking” (si) is primarily related to the “heart” (xin). The
“thinking” of the heart unfolds as specific activities, but its main content always follows reason, the Tao, etc.
Reason, {rom the perspective of Chinese philosophy, is dialectical in nature. In this form of reason, grasping
matter and reason in the cognitive sense, as well as the judgment and confirmation of value in the normative
sense, constitute the two interrelated aspects of reason. Chinese philosophy also provides a generalized under-
standing of rationality in practice, thus infusing it with the dual meaning of emotion and reason. Those two tend-
encies embody the understanding of generalized reason in Chinese philosophy from different aspects. Since mod-
ern times, the understanding of reason in traditional philosophy has still been carried on in some form or anoth-
er. Liang Shuming’s interpretation of “rationality” is representative in that respect, which can be regarded as a

modern echo of the idea of reason in traditional Chinese philosophy.



