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On the Tone and Style of Confucian Spirit from the Concept of Warmth

Gong Huanan

Abstract: The concept of “warmth”(“ il ) was regarded as virtue in the Book of Songs and the Book of
History, even as the base of virtue. Confucius inherited this thought, and gave new meaning to warmth
on the foundation of benevolence. Namely, to melt the distance between the others and me in virtue of
moral life, to break their own limit with eager moral force, to experience kindheartedness, to transcend
the finite life, and to promote the achievement of other lives. Confucian discussed warmth systematically
on the foundation of benevolence, and further expanded the content of warmth, communicated it with
benevolence, the beginning and the spring, thus highlighted its character of creation, and made it obtain
the deep ontological connotation. As a living style, warmth is understood as the image of virtue, the
premise, path of cognition, and constitutes the orientation and the method of Confucian thought and
destination. In this sense, warmth not only becomes the direct sensible image of Confucian, but also

Confucian sign which is different from LLaozi and Buddhis.

Key word: warmth, benevolence, Confucian
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