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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

Disaster and History
Wang Xing-fu

During the past 200 years, the social improvement and development are associated with the Enlightenment
and belief of progress, unfortunately, this process is intertwined with brutal violence, merciless world war and
holocaust too. How to understand our human history? Bertolt Brecht advocates; “Don’t start from the good old
things, but the bad new ones”. Walter Benjamin insists that; the conception of dialectic history must think
history reversely, not only to look at its achievement and glory, but also its evils and brutality. T. W. Adorno
argues we have fallen in fetishism of progress, the only persons who are loyal to progress are to stop the current
of blind progress. If the narrative of history is not to provide spiritual consolation, but a device of resisting evils
and brutality, we need to take advantage of these thought resources to construct a negative philosophy of
history. The historical conception does not mean to replace positive metaphysics of history with a negative one,
what it does is provide both an antidote and some corrections to it. The implication of negative philosophy of
history is to liberate us from the fetishism of progress, overcoming cynical mentality to risk and disaster that we

commonly face.

Fictive Wealth and Its Ontological Interpretation
Ma Yong-jun

Every kind of wealth is material substance in its social form. Fictive wealth is not the fiction of substance
of wealth, nor its use value, but the fiction of its definite social form, i e. the fiction of surplus value. Fictive
wealth is material substance in some fictive forms of surplus value. Although, as a universal virtual form of
wealth, the income of fictitious capital makes the core of fictive wealth, the wealth itself is founded on the
fiction of abstract labor in the form of fictive money, which makes the basis of fictitious capital, after the
collapse of Bretton Woods System. As a result, human has bogged more deeply and desperately into the

fetishism slough.

The Relations between Substance and Function and the Debates over Past and
Present, China and West

Yang Guo-rong

How to understand the relations between substance and function is one of the crucial issues in traditional
Chinese philosophy reconsidered in modern Chinese philosophy. The reconsideration of this issue in modern
time was accompanied by the extension of its meaning, which was embodied in its overlapping with the debates
over past and present, China and West. The relations of past and present involve that of tradition and

modernity while the relations of China and West point at that of deferent cultures. Here the metaphysical
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connotation displayed in the relations between substance and function and social value contents which are
permeated in the relations of past and present, China and West are mixed together in certain
sense. Accordingly, the meaning of the relations between substance and function is transformed into social

value dimension from its metaphysical one. This transformation contains various historical significances.

Chinese Classics and the Chinese philosophy
Chen Bi-sheng

In the context of the modern transformation within academic field, “Chinese philosophy” borrowed the
system of “philosophy” to explain traditional Yi Li Zhi Xue. However, influenced by the anti-traditional trend
two problems exist during the construction of Chinese philosophy. The first is how to understand Confucius. In
Chinese philosophy, Confucius was viewed as the founder of Confucianism rather than the creator of Chinese
Classics. The second is how to understand ¥i Li Zhi Xue. Chinese history paid much attention on Neo-
confucianism while neglected the meaning of the Five Classics. These two points led to the situation that the
significances of Chinese Classics were not fully understood. Nowadays, it is necessary to understand the

significances of Chinese Classics and to revive Chinese Classics in a way of philosophy.

On the Ontology Basis and Nature of the Political Philosophy
Luo Qian

Based on the practical thought, being is an objective being in the process of objectification, and as the
basic form of practice, politics needs to be grasped as a constructive intrinsic dimension of human being. In the
context of post-metaphysics, the main tasks of philosophy are no longer searching abstract being and disclosing
the absolute truth. Philosophy has being become living wisdom about how to exist,and reality is the possible
process which combines “ought to be” with “necessary to be”. So, the dualism between philosophical truth
and political practice has been thoroughly collapsed, and political philosophy obtained ontological basis and
characteristic, becoming the first philosophy in the post-metaphysics atmosphere. In other words, political
philosophy, concerning living practice and living wisdom of mankind as a whole, is the basic form of the

ontology in the post-metaphysics times.

Autonomy and Morality
Wang Xiao-mei Cong Hang-qing

Modern researchers and theorists of autonomy have preferred to the differences of personal autonomy and
moral autonomy, inclining to avoid moral factors when practise autonomy. Such an approach often gets
nowhere. Some researchers believe that autonomy should be content-neutral, thus morality-neutral. Other
researchers and theorists believe that morality hindered the realization of personal autonomy, thus it should be
set aside. The reason for this is that they reversed the relationship between autonomy and morality. By rereading
the texts of both Aristotle’s and Kant’s, we here advocate that autonomy is a prerequisite for morality, and is a

necessary but not sufficient condition for morality. Morality is supervened on autonomy.



