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The Changing Spectrum

Modern Neo—Confucianism from the Perspective of

Social Ideological Trends Study

GAO Rutquan
(Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241)

Abstract: With the revival of Confucianism, the reference of the concept of “Modern Neo-Confucian-
ism” is also being expanded. Within “Modern Neo-Confucianism”, there exist different concepts of
“orthodoxy” . If we break through the concept of “orthodoxy”, which is similar to genealogy, the
general characteristics of the Modern Neo-Confucianism could come down to a theory that forms during
the process responding to and assimilating western culture. Based on the classical world and capable of
adapting to the needs of the present age. it can be expected to cope with the conditions of modern
life. The starting point of its history can be traced back to the differentiation of Confucian elite group
that is represented by Kang Youwei in the Late Qing Dynasty. However, it turns out that with the
changes of social and historical conditions, including the rise and fall of radicalism, Confucianism,
which used to be a defensive and orientational ideology. begins to show its radical attitude to changing
the reality, thus giving rise to a vastly different ideological spectrum of “Modern Neo-Confucianism” .

Key words: Modern Neo-Confucianism; orthodoxy; Kang Youwei; ideological spectrum
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