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ABSTRACT

Production, Communication and Acceptance of Legal Knowledge in Ming and Qing Dynasty
——Focus on Prefaces and Postscripts of Law Books (by XU Zhong-ming)

Abstract ; Prefaces and postscripts of law books printed in Ming and Qing dynasty, as a sort of historical material , play a significant role in studying
the production, communication and acceptance of legal knowledge. These law books, emphasizing practicability and practical value, mainly include three
kinds of law knowledge which are different from but related to each other. They are explanatory notes of Lv ( the Chinese traditional law) , guidance for ad-
ministrative and judicial affairs, and collections of cases. Despite the varieties of authors of law books, most of them are officials or private secretaries, to
whom both livelihood of people and the order in the administration were of great importance. And these people were full of experience of governing. These
books aimed at not only new officials and private secretaries, but the experienced ones. Sometimes even the legal practitioners and the public were includ-
ed. Besides authors and their families, the emperors, their colleagues, owners of publishing houses and people in areas where they used to be in charge
of might also become disseminators of these books. There were various communication channels, including official display and block-printing, private
block-printing and commercial block-printing. The publishing of law books actually gave impetus to the spreading of legal knowledge , while bringing the of-
ficial administration in Ming and Qing Dynasty positive effect.

Key words: prefaces and postscripts; legal knowledge; production; communication; acceptance

The Dao in Eating and Drinking and the Life Politics: An Examination of the Book of Rites
( by ZHU Cheng)
Abstract ; Eating and drinking, which is essential to daily life, can represent social and political situations. According to the Dao of eating and
drinking recorded in the Book of Rites, everyday issues such as “to eat or not to eat” , “what to eat” and “how to eat” involve political identity, status
hierarchy, power order and social public interaction and furthermore demonstrate the life politics of Confucianism. On the one hand, political values and
hierarchy are embodied in daily life. On the other hand, daily life strengthens values and order which make the operation of political power possible.
Key words: the Dao in eating and drinking; life politics; hierarchy

Speech and Social-political Order: In Traditional and Modern Times (by LIU Liang-jian)

Abstract ; Different frameworks about the same fact lead to different consequences, which confirms the performative force of perlocutionary acts.
Speech and reality are so interwoven and interpenetrated that we cannot ignore the fact that speech may influence reality, which is quite remarkable in po-
litical and cultural activities. Confucius’doctrine of the rectification of names affirms the capacity of speech in establishing political and cultural order.
With the revolution of discourse media in modern times, speech has obtained unprecedented magic power in new ways.

Key words: speech; social-political order; perlocutionary act; rectification of names; ideology.

Public Relations under Confucianist View ( by XIE Guang-yu, ZHANG Na)

Abstract ; Public relations, as a kind of management philosophy, is increasingly human-centered, responsible and ecological, which agrees with
Confucianism in some aspects. From the perspective of humanistie theory, the humanistic thought of “people-oriented” idea has important inspirational
function for the host of public relations to implement humanistic management ; from perspective of righteousness and benefits, the values of “spiritual value
can create and condition material value” and *“ combination of righteousness and benefits” can enable the host of public relations to realize the importance
and necessity of taking social responsibility; from the perspective of principle-flexibility, the methodological thought of “having a strong sense of both prin-
ciples and flexibility” and “the golden mean” has a vital methodological significance for social organizations to maintain the ecological balance. It can be
concluded that there exists consistency for both Confucian administrative philosophy and the basic theories and spirits of public relations, which shows that
Confucianism can contribute to the construction of theoretical system of Chinese public relations, as well as the value of practical utility of Confucianism in
new era.

Key words: Confucianism; public relations; people-oriented; combination of righteousness and benefits; having a strong sense of both principles
and flexibility

Some Views on the Modern Construction of Democracy from Confucian Perspective (by ZHANG Cheng)

Abstract : In the thought of the Confucian school, there exists indeed the “civilians as foundation of a state”. But in the political practice, Mon-
arch always stays in the center of the political stage. So the traditional conception of “civilians as foundation of a state” is apparently different from the
modemn conception of democracy. In the former mode of politics , the legitimacy of the regime is determined by * mandate of heaven” controlled by the per-
son or class who has more political power. But the public will be left alone, and the public can never obtain the “ Heaven Fate” . China must construct
Chinese democracy based on its own cultural tradition, although it has not formed the democracy tradition as the Western countries. Thus it needs to deep-
ly find the possibility in the “ civilians as foundation of a state”. Besides, China must make good use of the resources of Western democracy tradition. On-
ly through the combination of the two traditions can China have the possibility of opening up a way to the conception of*“ civilians as foundation of a state”
from “ Monarch stays in the centre” to realize the conception of “ of the peaple by the people for people™.

Key words: civilians as foundation of a state; regime; public right; conception of democracy; democratic politics.
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