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The Practice and Reflection of the Postmodern Historiography : Take James Hevia’s
Cherishing Men from A far .Ding Guest Ritual and
the Macerthey Embassy of 1793 as the Center

Deng Huan

Keywords : postmodernism; the postmodern historiography; Cherishing Men from A far;]James Hevia

Abstract; Postmodernism is destructive and constructive, the challenges it brings to history is mainly reflected in the
criticism of the theory and the practice of western modern historiography and the important historical concepts it
explains, it emphasizes the subjectivity of history, impacts the main basis which the modern historiography must rely
on. But at the same time, it also helps us to revise and reflect some problems existing in the study of the modern
history. It has a far-reaching influence on the history. Cherishing Men from A far, America scholar James Hevia’s
representative work, published in 1995,is regarded as the practice model of the postmodern historiography. It challenged
the modernist interpretation mode on the controversy over etiquette between Chinese and British, questioned the
relationship between historical resources and history as well as historical interpretation from the deep structure of the
text,emphasized the space-time context of historical events,all of these displayed the achievements of the postmodern
historiography. It triggered off a ending century debate which is relates to the evaluation of the postmodern

historiography. So it is significant to study it.
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