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The Reason Why the Caoyun System Failed to Use Sea
Based Transportation during Kangxi’s Reign

Abstract: The fact that the Qing Dynasty inherited the system of the Ming
Dynasty has arrived at a firm conclusion, however, there is no denying that
the Qing Dynasty had political aspects of innovation with respect to the Ming
Dynasty, and the innovation was basically settled during Kangxi’s reign,even
including the matter of building the country’s political ideology. In addition,
following the year that The Kangxi Emperor pacified the Taiwan separatist
forces, that is in the year 1684, the policy of opening the maritime trade was
fully implemented. And in the year 1700, the act of Interest Bearing Silver
was issued, which means the government would lend the business loans with
low interest rates to the Manchu bannermen and Han Chinese bannermen for
business activities, and the act was first promoted in the field of Sino-
Japanese Nagasaki copper trade. The motivation of Kangxi’s two measures
was due in large part to the monetary reform to solve the problem of
continuing deterioration of monetary crisis since the founding of the Qing
Dynasty. * Nevertheless, regarding to the two domestic dilemmas of the
Caoyun system (grain transporting) and river engineering, there was no
evidence that Kangxi had attempted to use sea based transportation to solve
these two dilemmas. This paper is based on historical archives, taking
account of both historical events and people involved to discuss the position
and actions that Kangxi had taken facing the two domestic dilemmas of the
river engineering and Caoyun system, as well as to explore the reason why
the Caoyun system failed to use sea based transportation during Kangxi’s
reign.

Keywords: The Kangxi Emperor, Marine Affairs, Caoyun System Using Sea
Based Transportation, River Engineering
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