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CHEN Yun : On Wang Guowel's Academic Turn and
Reflections on Chinese and Western Culture in His Late Years
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On Wang Guowei’s Academic Turn and Reflections on Chinese
and Western Culture in His Late Years

CHEN Yun
( Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture & Department of Philosophy East China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China)

Abstract: The System of Yin and Zhou Dynasties is the most important academic work of Wang Guowei in the turn from classics
to the history which is in fact his unique response to the Chinese issues in the context of Chinese and western dispute. He
changed his view of non-existence in learning between the perspectives of Chinese and Western ancient and modern new and
old useful and useless in his early years and proposed the idea of difference between China and western counterparts. He fur—
ther revealed the disadvantage of western learning due to a series of events such as the First World War and Russian Revolu-
tion. At the same time with the rise of the New Culture Movement in China he put forward the notion “Tao comes from two
ways” to summarize the predicament of Chinese thoughts the solution of which is the return of Chinese culture. In the course of
interpreting Wang Guowei’s The System of Yin and Zhou Dynasties we are supposed to treat it as his response to the Chinese
and western dispute even the New Culture Movement.

Key words: Wang Guowei; The System of YIn and Zhou Dynasties “Tao comes from two ways”; Chinese and western dispute



