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Shen Cengzhi and Historical and Geographical Studies of the
Northwest in the late Qing Dynasty

Hu Fengxiang

Abstract Historical and geographical studies of the Northwest is one of the important academic
fields in modern China. As the representative of this academic tradition Shen Cengzhi has made main
contributions to the studies of the historical literature of Mongolia the history of the northwest frontiers
and the history of Chinese and foreign maritime transportation. His academic ideas and methods both
show his concerns about the frontier crisis and reflect the trend of exchange between the domestic
historiography and the international Orientalism.

Key words Shen Cengzhi  the late Qing Dynasty  historical and geographical studies of the
Northwest  applied academics
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