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Sha-chuan Merchants, Shanghai Traditional Urbanization
and Modern Social Changes

Abstract: As the Customs House was established and sea gate for
transportation of Jiangsu was translocated southward to Shanghai from Liuhe
River of Taicang, the growing and richer Sha-chuan merchants played a
dominant role in the course of Shanghai’s traditional urbanization. Right
after port-opening of Shanghai in 1843, they have made significant
contributions to Shanghai’s gradual development as the commodity gathering
and distribution center of sino-foreign trade and the biggest commercial port
city of China. Since Shanghai’s port-opening (from the late half of 1840s and
the following decade), Sha-chuan merchants entered a prosperous period for
their careers. In early 1860s, as western steam ship transportation industry
and insurance industry were thriving in Shanghai, Sha-chuan merchants were
thrown into enormous challenges. On the one hand, they struggled to
maintain operation of Sha-chuan industry. On the other hand, although the
descendants from Sha-chuan merchant families, cuitivated in golden period of
Sha-chuan industry, have chosen totally different career paths as their
fathers, such as modern politics, culture, education and diplomacy etc. , the
spirit to concern about and participate in local affairs has been successfully
inherited from their fathers, which played a major role in Shanghai’s modern
social changes.

Keywords: Shanghai Sha-chuan Merchants, Traditional Vrbanization,
Modern Social Changes

[euoneN

+¥ HENE

yoieasay aWnLEe

S




