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Family Nation All-Under-Heaven and Selfddentity in Modern China
XU Jidin
( Research Institute for Modern Chinese Thought and Culture East China Normal University Shanghai 200241  China)

Abstract: There was an axial revolution of the great disembedding in the historical transformation from traditional
societies to modern ones. Disenchantment coined by Max Weber occurred after scientific and religious revolutions in
the 17" Europe. The “great disembedding” refers the corresponding change in which the domains of individuals laws
and nation were separated from a divine universe and started to have autonomous status. China’s “great disembedding”
occurred in the late Qing. The individual was separated from the framework of family nation and all-under-Heaven.
Such framework has been there for centuries ensuring traditional China as a continual entity of meaning. The base of
such framework is the self. Family and nation functioned as the media between the self and all-under-Heaven.
Differently put the self and all-under-Heaven can reach each other spiritually however they have to go through
family and nation in their actualized forms.

The “great disembedding” revolution which aimed at breaking the socio-political net enabled the possibility of a
direct connection between the self and all-under-Heaven in their actualized forms. In the meanwhile it also
engendered the isolated atomized individuals. The rising power of the nation also broke its confinement caused by the
family and all-under-Heaven. The destruction of the framework of family nation and all-under-Heaven affected
gravely China’s political ethical and everyday lives. One of its influences is the sovereign status of the nation’s
authority; another is the situation in which atomized individuals have lost the significance of living when they were
disembedded from the communal entity offamily nation and all-under-Heaven.

After the “great disembedding” the order of family nation and all-under-Heaven as well as the modern self
have faced the task of “reembedding”: the self needs to be re-situated in a new order of family nation and all-under—
Heaven while the latter needs to be reconstructed in the transformation of the self. This is an interactive
“reembedding” a process towards an ideal world.
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