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Multi-Modernity and Contemporary China(Symposium)

Gao Ruiquan & Yu Zhenhua & Ding Yun
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Abstract: Gao Ruiquan holds that the concept of “multi-modernity” is a necessary premise for

“China’s modernity”, which includes a deep understanding of contemporary China. And its most direct
requirement is to understand the forming of “China’s modernity. The studies on “China’s modernity”
must be a multi-disciplinary one. Yu Zhenhua discusses a cognitive dimension of modernity and believes
that in the framework instrumental reason, explanation reason and argument reason, there provides a
new perspective for China’s discourse of modernity, as there is a balanced view between oneness and
diversity, and between universality and particularity. Ding Yun points out that the modern civilization
could be understood as of being two-strata, and its lower stratum is for universality of material
production, and its upper stratum is for particularity of the re-production of sign and communication
relationship. In the time of Internet, the oneness and universality of modern civilization will increasingly

overwhelm multiplicity and particularity.

Key word: modernity, universality, particularity



