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Liang Shuming’ s Confucian Conception of the Unity between

Knowledge and Action
GU Hongliang" "
(@ Institute of China’ s Modern Thoughts and Culture; b. Department of Philosopy
East China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: Liang Shuming held the conception of the unity between affection-based knowledge and action
borrowing elements from Pyotr Alexeyevich Kropotkin’ s theory of instinct Henri Bergson’ s theory of elan
vital and Wang Yangming’ s theory of conscience (zhiliangzhi) . Liang Shuming took the practical approach
to explain the unity of knowledge and action which aims to promote Confucian work rather than just to con—
vey one type of knowledge. The approach has the dimension of tacit inference. The relation between scientific
knowledge and action has been neglected to some extents in Liang Shuming’ s Confucianism framework of the
unity between knowledge and action.
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