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Abstracts and Keywords of Major Articles

The Political Unreality of Political Realism ( by Michael Freeden)

Abstract: This paper contends that political realists shrink the complexity of the political confining it to
macro-discussions of power confusing realism with liberal legitimation principles reintroducing the ethical
concerns from which they sought to distance themselves and overlooking the emotional and the vernacular. In
particular recent realists engage in prescriptive rather than interpretative analysis in which democratic and
humanitarian ideals are regarded as the basis of a realist approach ignoring the fact that a properly real un—
derstanding of the political cannot be reduced to those features.

Keywords: political realism legitimation liberalism ideology

Several Factors Impacted the Transformation of Rites in the 18" Century
( by YANG Nian-qun)

Abstract: The discussion about the transformation of rites in the 18" century should not limit itself in the
intellectual history or the history of ideas. Rather the transformation should be understood in a more compli—
cated network of the interaction between institutions and ordinary life. Therefore we should not only focus on
the relation between the ritual system and the intellectual transformation in the Ming and Qing Dynasties but
also take into account the connection of this transformation with the guidance of the emperors’ cultural tastes
in the Qing Dynasty. By reflecting on the predicament of Confucian “dual rites” we can see how the emper—
ors and the gentry in the Qing Dynasty searched for the ways to overcome it understand better the relation be—
tween textology and the “administrative practice” of rites revaluate the function of the imperialist examina—
tions system and explain the leading role of the identity and rational movement of the literati with low social
status in the rites reconstruction.

Keywords: the 18" century  “dual rites” the ritual system

A Key Step to Establish the Value Ideal of Socialism with Chinese Charac—
teristics ( by CHEN Wei-ping)

Abstract: The significance of the heated discussion about humanism and alienation in 1980s in the histo—
ry of contemporary Chinese thought lies in that it is a key step to establish the value ideal of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. First it functions as a theoretical stage to recognize clearly the value ideal of social—
ism with Chinese characteristics; second it helps to take the overall development of human beings as the bas—
ic principle of contemporary Chinese Marxism. The two papers written by ZHOU Yang and HU Qiao-mu re—
spectively are important historical texts for examining this heated discussion.

Keywords: humanism value ideal the overall development of human beings

Rethinking the Evolution of Western Humanism ( by DU Li-yan)

Abstract: Western humanism originates in ancient Greece. A theory of humanism presupposes an under—
standing of human nature. With the different understanding of human nature in different historical periods
Western humanism has greatly different versions in ancient Greece medieval and modern times. Neverthe—
less no matter how different its versions are Western humanism mainly focuses upon virtue and cultivation
taking as its core the cultivating of good human nature.

Keywords: discussion about humanism human nature virtue cultivation
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