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Family Etiquette Education: Basis of Constructing an Etiquette Nation
CHEN Weiping
(Research Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Revitalizing the etiquette nation has become an important issue of cultivating the socialist core values, and family
etiquette education is the basis of constructing the Chinese etiquette nation. The Confucianist value relying on etiquette has
been an existence of system and deeply influenced the Chinese society, and this has made the Chinese society an etiquette
nation. If etiquette construction is considered a systematization of Confucianist value, family etiquette education should be
such a detailed and practical systematization in a small range. As the basis of constructing the etiquette nation, family etiquette
education is maily the initial practice of civilization cultivation in terms of its role of cultivating individual virtues, and it is
mainly a natural process of changing habits into virtues in terms of its process of cultivating individual virtues. After May
Fourth Movement, due to different kinds of reasons, traditional etiquette has not been part of daily family education and
school education. Therefore, China as the etiquette nation has become one in name only. To overcome this crisis, we should
begin with inheriting the tradition of family etiquette education and let etiquette return to family education.

Key words: etiquette; family education; system; an etiquette nation; Confucianism; DONG Zhongshu
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