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Xun Zi’ s Norms and Order Thought

YANG Guorong
(Institute of Chinese Modern Thought and Culture East China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China)

Abstract: In Chapter against the Twelve Scholars Xun Zi criticized the scholars in his times or before his times from his
own philosophical perspective. Taken qun (society) as the fundamental determinant which made human beings different from oth—
er animals Xun Zi gave social order a priority: for him establishment of society meant at the same time the formation of social
order. Taken li (rituals/norms) as supreme determinant of being Xun Zi paid close attention to norms. The above two perspec—
tives consist of the preconditions for Xun Zi’ s criticism of other scholars and the contents as well as the meaning of norms and
order were enriched and deepened as Xun Zi developed his criticism.

Key words: Chapter against the Twelve Scholars norm order
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