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Abstracts and Keywords of Major Articles

On the Historical Content and Historical Contradiction of the Imperial

Examination System Pursuing Fairness ( by YANG Guo-giang)

Abstract: When the feudal system was replaced by the province-country system emperors had to select
officials for administration. Guided by the Confucian political ideal selected officials should be wise men.
Therefore both the previous recommendatory system and the imperial examination system afterwards were
aimed to select “the wise and the competent”. In the recommendatory system a small number of people
choose another small number of people. By contrast in the imperial examination system officials are selected
according to their intellectual performance in exams and a large number of people are allowed to attend the se—
lection by “registering with their own resumes”. The selecting process is so extensive widespread communal
and public that fairness is essential to it. During over 900 years from the early Song Dynasty to the end of the
Qing Dynasty various measures including the final imperial examination ( presided over by the emperor)
locked examination hall covered names of examinees transcription regional differentiation provincial exami—
nation different examinations for sons of officials and common people and stereotyped writing with eight parts
in the range of the Four Books were all aimed to eliminate some partial advantages and subjective elements in
order to maintain fairness that between the influential and the common the rich and the poor regions favoring
learning and those indifferent to learning examiners and examinees. Nevertheless since the wise and the
competent are distinguished from the common eliminating all partial advantages inevitably results in the fact
that more and more common and ordinary persons are selected which is against the original purpose of selec—
ting the wise and the competent. Correspondently the most open official selecting system coexists with the
most severe ideological control and in the process of maintaining fairness an antiknowledge tendency arises
in the official selecting system which originally takes knowledge as measurement.

Keywords: the imperial examination system politics of wise men fairness

The Concept of the “State” in the Entanglement of History and Reality
(by LI Lei QU Jun MENG Zhong—ie QIU Li-bo LIU Yong-hua
WANG Xiang-min MOU Fa-song LIU Qing and XU Jidin)
Abstract: In “The Notion and Self Empowerment of the State in Ancient China” LI Lei states that it is

" endowed by researchers the self state—

necessary to make a distinction among the significance of the “state’
ment of the ancient state and the actual structure of the state. The notion of the state in the Western political
context cannot express the self statement of the ancient Chinese state which has had profound impact on the
construction of China and its dynamic change. The “politics” of the “state” in ancient China need be justified
with the notion of tianxia.

In “The Entanglement of Cultivating tianxia and Competing in the World: An Element of Intellectuals”
Cognition of the State in the Transitional Age” QU Jun argues that in regards to the intellectuals” cognition of
the state in the transitional age ( 1895—1925) the academic circle is mainly concerned about “how tianxia
shrank into a state”; however if probing into the intellectuals” understanding we will more easily find a
process transforming from tianxia to the “world”. Therefore this provides another dimension to examine how
the intellectuals molded China with the discovery of the “world” and how cultivating tianxia and competing in
the world entangled with each other.

In “The ‘State” in German History” MENG Zhongjie argues that Germany is one of few countries that
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