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Two Concepts in Modern China and Their Influence

over Historical Cause and Effect throughout 100 Years
Yang Guogiang

Abstract: The concept of “striving for richness and strength” appearing in the middle of the 19th century and the
concept of “Evolution” introducing into China at the end of the 19th century once had been supporting each other
hundred years in history. After the long-time control of world consciousness, local consciousness and family
consciousness, the former helped to bring about Chinese people’s national consciousness; after the long-time
worship of “Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties”, the latter helped to bring about Chinese people’s consciousness of
development, consciousness of progress, consciousness of historical law and consciousness of world trend. In this
way, modern China began its historical changes and social transformation. But at the same time, establishing
national consciousness as the orthodox doctrine, which was deduced from the concept of “striving for richness and
strength”, would divorce richness and strength from the people’s livelihood and people-oriented principle; the
decaying of human nature owing to the decrease of traditional Confucianism and increase of modern power, and
the “imitation” without basic doctrine, which was deduced from the concept of “evolution”, would divorce
evolution from Chinese people’s history and culture. Those internal contradictions would become the obstacles of
historical changes and social transformation.

Key words: China, striving for richness and strength, evolution, social transformation
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