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ABSTRACT: In the western Liaoning area during the pre-Qin period, the jointing of the mouthpieces and
cheekpieces of the horse bits had three methods: cheekpieces getting through the mouthpiece, mouthpiece getting
through the cheekpieces and the mouthpiece and cheekpieces made as a whole. In addition to the function of
controlling the mouthpiece from getting out of the horse mouth, the cheekpieces also played the role of joining
the horse bit with the bridle. The horse and horse-drawn vehicle fittings buried as grave goods are usually in
fixed assemblages: every two mouthpieces are accompanied by four cheekpieces, and four mouthpieces are
accompanied by eight cheekpieces. In the valleys of the Daling and Xiaoling Rivers to the east of Nulu’erhu Shan
Mountains, the assemblage is usually two mouthpieces are accompanied by four cheekpieces and two axle caps.
During the period of Weiyingzi Culture, horses have been introduced into the western Liaoning area and were

mainly used to draw vehicles.
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