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A Reexamination to the Mural Tomb No. 1 of the Liao Dynasty at Baoshan

Wei Zheng

Since the publishing of the preliminary excavation report of the mural tombs Nos. 1 and 2 of the
Liao Dynasty at Baoshan in Ar Horqin Banner, Inner Mongolia, their unique structure of building
another stone chamber in the tomb chamber and special motifs of the murals have attracted great
attentions from the academic field. This paper selects the dated one of them (Tomb No. 1, 923 AD)
and lists it into the mural tombs of the Tang Dynasty, Five —Dynasties Period and Liao Dynasty; this
paper believes that the forms of the single—chamber tombs were related to the statuses and positions of
their occupants; the stone chamber in the tomb chamber was the adaptation and modified form of the
sarcophagus in the tombs of the Tang Dynasty in present —day Hebei Province; according to the

" nested

corresponding relationship of the motifs of the murals, the spatial relationship of the
chambers" could be equivalent to that of the antechamber and rear chamber of the traditional double—
chamber tombs. The murals on the internals of the stone chambers are the combination of the double

cultural symbols of the Han and Khitan peoples.
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