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ON THE SETTLEMENT PATTERN OF PANLONGCHENG SITE

by
Zhang Changping and Sun Zhuo

The Panlongcheng Site is the largest central settlement formed by the culture of the
Central Plains in the valleys of the Yangtze and Han Rivers when it was expanding south-
ward during the Xia and Shang Dynasties. Through the resorting of the excavation data ob-
tained in the past years and referring to the recent archaeological fieldwork, this paper points
out that the pattern of the Panlongcheng settlement had three phases of development. Phase
I is the forming stage of the Panlongcheng settlement as a city, the core zone of which was
located at the Wangjiazui Locality and nearby area in the south of the site. Phase [ is the
flourishing stage of the Panlongcheng Site as a city, enclosure walls and palaces were built in
the settlement center, and large-scale elite cemetery formed at Lijiazui Locality. Phase [l is
the declining stage of the Panlongcheng Site as a city. The enclosure walls in the settlement
center were abandoned, and the core zone of the city was transferred to the south slope of
Yangjiawan Locality. During these three phases, the changes of the social activities of the
high-ranking classes also had influences to the entire settlement pattern, especially the pal-
aces and elite cemeteries showed corresponding changes with the remains of the common peo-
ple. Likewise, the distributions of the residential remains and burials of different phases in
the Panlongcheng Site also had associating relationships. The large-sized elite burials with
bronzes as grave goods were found close to the palace foundations, and the small burials
were generally found nearby the residential zones of the common people. In view of the geo-
graphical environment, the change of the settlement pattern showed the tendencies of moving
northward and to higher terrain, the backgrounds of which are still waiting for further stud-
ies. This paper also makes a comparative study on the similarities and differences among
Panlongcheng Site and other city sites of the early Shang Dynasty, and found some regular
common features on the layout designs and city construction techniques from them, which
reflected the common cultural background of these cities during their forming processes. On
the other hand, the Palongcheng Site also has some special features on the settlement pattern
and location, hinting its important role in the expanding progress of the culture of the Cen-
tral Plains to the Yangtze River Valley. Using the Panlongcheng Site as the representative,
we can detect the development journey of the early cities, and understand the controlling
mode of the central dynasty to the frontier areas and the situation of the social organizations

in the early Shang Dynasty.
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