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ABSTRACT: The available data show that the “jade-inlayed lacquered coffins” in the strict sense
appeared the earliest in the mausoleums of the Chu Feudatory Kingdom of the early Western Han Dynasty
in Xuzhou area. In the mid Western Han Dynasty, the distribution of the jade-inlayed lacquered coffins was
expanded, and different types appeared, but they were still mainly found in the feudatory kingdoms centered by
Xuzhou. The jade-inlayed lacquered coffin was not a hierarchy in the funeral system of the Han Dynasty, but
a special burial receptacle made by some feudal lords in the backgrounds of the strong political power of the
feudatory states and overwhelming fashion of burying with jades during the early and mid Western Han Dynasty.
Since the mid Western Han Dynasty, along with the rapid declining of the strength of the feudatory states, the
jade-inlayed lacquered coffins also disappeared. What they embodied were more the fashion of the time, the
strengths of the feudal states and the personal desires of the feudal lords, and related to the idea of that time that
the jade could protect the dead bodies from rotting and the soul of the dead to ascend and become immortal. The
“yuxia (lit. jade casket)” in the historic literature would refer to the jade burial suits rather than the jade-inlayed

lacquered coffins suggested by some scholars.
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