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ABSTRACT: The bronze ding-tripods with simplified animal mask design of the late Shang Dynasty

unearthed from a tomb at Yanjiagou Village sharply differ from the ding-tripods with animal mask design of the

typical Shang Culture. The bronze ding-tripods with this kind of simplified animal mask design are mainly seen in

a few of burials of the late Shang Dynasty distributed in the northern Shaanxi and Shanxi, Guanzhong region and

Yinxu Site; they were made by the Lijiaya Culture with selective absorption of the elements of the Shang Culture

roughly during the late stage of Phase II to the end of Phase III of the Yinxu Period. Lijiaya Culture had its own

food-centered tradition and its ding-tripod and gui-tureen ritual vessel assemblage had formed during Phase III of

the Yinxu Period and deeply influenced the food-centered culture of the Zhou people and the completion of the

ritual vessel system of the Western Zhou Dynasty in the interaction with the Proto-Zhou Culture.
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