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“Spirit face pattern”: Bronze Technological Tradition and the Origins of the Pattern
Huang Yi (Beijing 100006)

Abstract: In terms of typology, the so-called

)

)

“spirit face pattern” found on bronze vessels are

unique and is difficult to place in a lincage. However, when the image was deconstructed, the

strangeness of the pattern can be boiled down to two points: (1) the absence of a background pattern and

the bulging of the face gives it a three-dimensionality similar to a human face; (2) the pupils, eyeball,

and eyelids are clearly distinguished giving it a clear and natural sense of realness. The development of

these two features can be distinctly traced the the technological tradition and the history of the bronze

vessel motifs.

Keywords: Spirit face pattern bronzes; technological tradition; history of patterns
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