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ABSTRACT: Wine is an important component of the ritual systems in ancient China, and it also has close
relationship with the sacrifices and witchcrafts in the Neolithic Age. Pottery wine vessels are important material
cultural remains of the civilization process during the Songze Culture period in the Lake Tai basin. By type,
the pottery wine vessels of the Songze Culture could be classified into yan-and zeng-steamers, basin and yi-
pourer, zun-vessel, wine filter, jar and jug, gui-pitcher, he-pitcher, pot, cup and special-shaped vessel, ten types
in total; by functions and uses, they could be classified into brewing vessels, storing vessels and serving vessels;
by cultural properties, they could be classified into non-ritual vessels and ritual vessels. Pottery wine vessels as
ritual vessels emerged newly in the Songze Culture, and gradually evolved into the ritual wine vessel assemblage
of ding-tripod, dou-stemmed bowl and pot. The ritual vessel system and ritual system born in the Songze Culture
profoundly influenced the ritual vessel and ritual systems of the Liangzhu Culture.
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