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Abstract: The function of large houses in Yangshao culture sites has long been a great interest in
archaeological inquiry. In this paper, we employ starch and phytolith analyses to study the residues from
floors of a large Yangshao house F1 at Huizui in Yanshi, Henan, together with pottery vessels found near the
house. The results suggest that this house and the nearby pottery vessels may have been used as facilities for
feasting, including brewing beer with millet, rice, Triticeae, and tubers. The beer making process associated
with F1 included mashing and fermenting. This house is also likely to have facilitated public gathering and
feasting; its hard and clean floor surfaces were probably built to meet the special requirement for alcohol
production, as well as for ritual activities. The similar structure of large houses in many Yangshao culture
sites indicates some shared cultural values relating to ritual feasting among Yangshao peoples, and such
values spread over a broad region as the Yangshao population expanded. Yangshao large houses gradually
increased in size through time, reflecting the development of feasting activities. The prevalence of millet-rice
based beer making can help us to understand social dynamics of agricultural production, particularly the
diffusion of rice in north China.
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