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Abstract: The date and function of the city of shang dynasty at Yanshi have long been debated, the
question of which should be approached in the general picture of the Xia culture and the Shang culture. The
conflicts so far reside in the contradictory understandings of the related archaeological data, the historical
documents, and the sequence of the walled settlement at Yanshi in comparison with that at Zhengzhou. The
breakthrough can only be achieved with innovations in methodology and theory. In order to solve the
question, this article calls for new discoveries, a more profound understanding of the settlement patterns,
and a multi-dimensional investigation into the society of the Erligang period.
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