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Abstract: The natural environment is a fundamental concern, when establishing a settlement. This article
analyzes the landscape of the Neolithic settlements at Zhudingyuan, Lingbao. Our research reveals that the
settlement locations were on river terraces, during the early and middle Yangshao period. From the middle
Yangshao period onwards, the settlements turned to be located on the loess platform, the tradition of which
continued into the Longshan period. It seems there was a general ascending tendency in the long run. In
addition, the river system also plays a significant role in regards to settlement location.

Keywords: Zhudingyuan, the Neolithic Age, settlement transformation, landscape, river system
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