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Discussion on the Yingzao Chi of the Northern Song Dynasty Referring to the Archaeological
Discovery of the Outer City of the Dongjing of the Northern Song Dynasty

Liu Chunying

In the 1980s, the Kaifeng Song City Archaeological Team conducted survey and detecting work to the
Dongjing City Site of the Northern Song Dynasty. In the preliminary report published after that, the
perimeter of the outer city of the Dongjing City of the Northern Song Dynasty was about 29120 m. In recent
years, many sections of the outer city of the Song Dongjing City were rechecked and closely redetected,
and the new measuring result of the perimeter of the outer city is 29072 m. Through referring to the relevant
historical textual materials, this paper points out that in the Northern Song Dynasty, each five chi was one
bu (pace), each 360 bu was one li, and the length unit “chi” used here was the “yingzao chi (construc-
tion chi—rule)” . Moreover, according to the records in the Fangyu yi (Territory issues, ptone) of Song
Huiyao Jigao (Draft recovered edition of the Song Compendium), Yuhai (Sea of Jade, a category ency-
clopedia compiled by Wang Yinglin of the Southern Song Dynasty) and so on, the perimeter of the outer
city of the Song Dongjing City was “fifty li and one hundred and sixty—five bu”; calculating by these two
data, we can infer that the length of one yingzao chi of the Northern Song Dynasty was 0.32 m.



