The Tomb of Madam Li of Yan in the Tang Dynasty and Related

Issues
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Abstract: Between November and December 2016, six ancient tombs were discovered near the Tang
dynasty Xiangji Temple in Xi'an by Xi’an Institute of Culture Relics Conservation. The Tang dynasty
tomb M2 was an earth tomb facing the south with vertical opening. Although it had been robbed a
lot, archaeologists unearthed thirteen pieces (sets) of burial objects made of porcelain, pottery and
bone and an epitaph which indicated that the tomb occupant was Madam Li of Yan in the 11th year
of Dazhong reign of the Tang dynasty. The epitaph recorded Li’s forefathers, her husband Dou Zuo
and their offspring as well as the promotion of the officials from the Dou clan. It reflected the social
phenomenon that two grand families united through marriage and also completed the assessment
regulation of officials in the Late Tang, displaying an important historical value. Moreover, it
recorded the location of Huangfu village, which was helpful for the study of Tang dynasty history
and geography.
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