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The Artifacts Modeled on Antiques in the Burials with Bronzes of the
Eastern Zhou Period in the Central Plains

Zhang Liang
Teng Mingyu

Eastern Zhou burials yielding bronze ritual vessels in the Central Plains region often include vessel
types and forms showing rather earlier features and styles but bearing contemporary decors. These bronzes
clearly were not handed down from the earlier periods, but made with other bronzes at the same time and
just modeled on antiques. This paper collected data from 280 burials yielding bronzes of the Eastern Zhou
Period in the Shangma Cemetery in Houma City, Zhongzhou Road Site in Luoyang City and at Baijia
Village in Handan City, etc. In the earlier stage of the early Spring—and—Autumn Period, antique style
wine vessels were only seen in medium — and high —ranking burials, and most of them were in an
assemblage of jue —cups and zhi —cups, which were popular in the early Western Zhou but almost
disappeared in the mid and late Western Zhou Dynasty. The antique bronze vessels from the later stage of
the mid Spring—and—Autumn Period to the mid Warring—States Period were all the bronze ritual vessels
modeled on antiques of the late Western Zhou Dynasty to the early Spring—and —Autumn Period. The
decline of antique style bronze vessels reflects the reduction of attention to the zongfa (patriarchal lineage

system) and the ritual system, as well as the gradual decline of the patriarchal lineage system itself.
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