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ABSTRACT: The cultural-historical archaeology is the earliest paradigm of archaeology and dominant

in the studies of contemporary Chinese archaeology. A systematically theoretical introspection will help us

understand the current development of Chinese archaeology. In a perspective of paradigm, the history of cultural-

historical archaeology can be divided into five stages. At the final one, it shows a tendency to functionalism. The

essential conceptual system of cultural-historical archaeology is built on five theoretical assumptions, which

accordingly restrict its research field and method. During the development, culture-historical archaeology in

China incorporated with Marxism and also showed the tendency to functionalism. Cultural-historical archaeology

is still not out of date, for it is indispensable approach in reconstructing prehistory. In the future, it could continue

working with expanding its conceptual basis.
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