Archaeological Study on the China-Korea Communication in the
Second Half of the First Millennium BC
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Abstract: The second half of the first millennium BC witnessed the rising of the population migration
and cultural communication between mainland China and the Korean Peninsula. Many archaeological
discoveries have provided evidence for this communication: the Chinese-style bronze swords excavated
from Sanglim-li, Wanju-gun were made in the mid 4th century BC by craftsmen who came from Wu and
Yue states of China and stayed in the southwestern coastal area of Korea; the imported iron articles dating
between the 4th century and the 1st century BC excavated in Korea were from Yan and Qi states of China;
the Korean burial convention with the urn from the 3rd century BC to the Christian era was influenced
by the convention in the coastal regions along the Yellow Sea and the Bohai Sea. Starting in the mid 4th
century BC, the China-Korea communication reached three high tides afterwards. The communication
routes included the “Liaodong-Korean Peninsula” land route, the water route around the Yellow Sea and
the inverted U-shaped maritime route along the Yellow Sea.
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