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A Brief Discussion on the Inscription of Xi Ji Gu
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Abstract: This paper makes a primary study on the crucial words, rituals and other related issues
recorded in the inscription of Xi Ji Gui unearthed from Zhouyuan site at Hejia village. The current
author believes that the character [i£] in the inscription of Xi Ji Gui should be read as [%] and explained
as staying. The sentence [:81%4% T #] means marrying Biji into the Han State. Xiji was the envoy
accompanying the bride, so Marquis Han presented Xiji with money cowries and horses. The wedding
etiquette reflected in the inscription of Xi Ji Gui is corresponded with the ritual record in Shi hunli (Wedding
ceremony for an ordinary official) of Yili (a book about etiquette and ceremonial). Xi Ji Gui provides new
evidence for study on the nation of Western Zhou Dynasty. “Bi” was probably the Mixu state with the
surname “Ji”, approximately located in the region of Lingtai, Gansu province today. “Han” was one son
of King Wu of Zhou, whose fief was initially in Gu‘an of north Hebei and then moved to south Shanxi in
the late Western Zhou dynasty. “Xi” was the fief of the senior official of Zhou, which is near Julu of Hebei
province today. Xi Ji gui can be dated to the reign of King Zhao and Mu of Western Zhou,, it is necessary
to make a further study to make sure that “wangsi” in the inscription is the descendant of the king of the
day or the deceased king. Furthermore, the titles of concubines in the Zhou dynasty are related to the
Zhou ritual system and the dating of the Western Zhou bronzes.
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