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Abstract The rituals of the Northeast Asian peoples to “sacrifice raised bears for ancestor
worship” and Manchu people’ s “sacrificing domesticated pigs for ancestor worship” share not
only similarities in preparing the sacrifice, but also a high conformity in behavioral pattern and
thinking mode during the process. The ancestors of the Manchu people had greatly influenced
the Northeast Asian peoples in their concepts of animal raising, while the latter’ s bear sacrifice
had also influenced the family sacrifice of the Manchu people. In ancient times, the peoples
living in Northeast Asia had frequent communications and cultural exchanges, with their
respective cultures getting intermingled, thus giving birth to a unique regional culture. The
similarity between bear sacrifice practiced by Northeast Asian peoples like the Ainu and the
Manchu people’ s pig sacrifice is the outcome of cultural contacts and exchanges among the

peoples living in the region.
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