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Seventy Years of Chinese Ethnic Rule of Law. Achievements, Experience,
and Prospects S a1 Hongxiang and Zhang Xing (D)

Abstract: Chinese ethnic rule of law unites theory and practice. Over the past 70
years since the People’s Republic of China was founded, our country’s ethnic rule of law has
gone through three stages: from infancy to rally and improvement, then to rapid growth. In
practice, the improvement of the legal framework, of the supervisory mechanisms and
supportive system for law enforcement, effectively promoted the economic development and
social stability in the ethnic regions. The ethnic rule of law theory, based on the studies of
China’s problems, constructed a preliminary academic and discourse system with Chinese
characteristics. Ethnic rule of law in new era, with the main themes of the ethnic work,
needs to serve the law-based governance in every dimension, for ethnic regions entering the
moderately prosperous society together with the rest of the country, for the creation of a
strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. The jurisprudence on ethnic affairs must
take the methods and theories of other research fields, especially of dogmatics of law, to
form its own characters.

Keywords: law-based governance; ethnic rule of law practice; ethnic rule of law
theory; theoretical system of ethnic law study.

Fei Xiaotong’s #2%i# Reflective Thinking about the Complexity of China’s
Ethnic Configuration and its Contemporary Significance -------- Hua Tao (18)
Abstract: Professor Fei Xiaotong published his book The Pattern of Chinese

Nationalities” Pluralistic Unity as the result of his overall reflective thinking after the
Reform and Opening in China on his previous ethnic studies since he entered the academic
field of anthropology in the 1930s. In almost 50 years between the 1930s and the 1980s, Fei
engaged in two important events in the field, which were the debates about the idea of “Hi4g
EEE—1" advocated by Mr. Gu Jiegang JHi#i ] in the Anti-Japanese War time and the
ethnic identification of ethnic minority groups in the 1950s’ China. We argue that, in his
explanation of the internal connection between those two events, Fei hoped to indicate that
China always faces a big question concerning “minzu” issue in the country, that is, how to
understand academically the complexity of China’s ethnic configuration and adopt a suitable
governance policy on ethnic issues. Through the reflective thinking, Fei formulated his
theory of pluralistic unity in the configuration of Chinese Nation. Although he did not give a
conclusive clear answer to the question what is the cohesive power in the ethnic formation,
he really indicated and emphasized that “meimeiyugong” 3% 53 (to respect and treasure
other’s cultures and values) reciprocally and to enclose Others will result in emerge of
cohesive power as well as peaceful existence of nations and states around the world. His idea
will not only help to improve understanding of call to the identity of Chinese Nation, but also
help us in contemporary policy-making.

Keywords: pluralistic unity; ethnic configuration; ethnic formation; ethnicity;
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