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Abstract The “industrious virtue” , formed in the historical development of the German
nation, not only boosted their economic development for several centuries, but also played an
irreplaceable role in promoting the growth of the German civic class. The “artisan ethics”,
rising in the Middle Ages, merged with the labor ethics advocated by the Church after the
reformation in the 16" century, which became the backbone of the civic class to construct their
self-consciousnesses. However, after “rationality and pragmatism” became the guiding ideology
for labor ethics in the 18th century and till the rising of the Romantic Movement, the
“industrious virtue” was ironically criticized. “Diligence” and “indolence” then become a cut-

off point for differentiating the enlightenment thinkers from the romantic writers.
(T, MR L, BT HZ AFINEFEREE R, ,100029)
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