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Impetuses of Economic System Changes in Minority Areas in
China’s Market Reform: Based on Cultural Perspective
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Abstract: Based on the literature review of economic system change, this paper analyzes the causes, sources
and modes of the impetuses of the economic system changes in China’s ethnic minority areas from the cul-
tural perspective. Firstly, the ethnic collective cognition model built on ethnic culture is the general impetus
for the economic system changes, which can motivate the formation of regional economic systems. These or-
derly economic rules can reduce the instability of ethnic economic activities, but due to the contradictions
and tensions between ethnic culture and the economic development of the minorities, this process does not
improve the external adaptability of the economic system. Secondly, the accumulation of human capital and
the increase of knowledge (technology) stocks are the innovative impetus of economic system. However, in-
fluenced by the structural imbalance of humanities and science and technology in ethnic cultural structures,
the ability of these areas to recognize and grasp knowledge (technology) and market opportunities of innova-
tion is insufficient. Thus, the role of ethnic cultural self-innovation in driving economic system changes in
these areas are not apparent and most of the innovations are made by “hitchhiking”.
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