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Culture Priority and Frontier People Orientation: Review
of Xu Yi-tangs Thoughts on Frontier Administration

WANG Hong-liang,ZHONG Rong-fan
(Sichuan Normal University s Chengdu 610068, China ;
Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Xu Yi-tang. an prominent scholar in the field of ethnography and frontier research in the
period of the Republic of China who constantly devoted himself to the study of frontier ethnography and the
exploration of ethnographic theory and methods. published a series of works on China’s frontier construc-
tion and the improvement of frontier administration. Based on his understanding of China’s frontier prob-
lems and their causes, he advocated to construct frontier areas and improve frontier administration by tak-
ing comprehensive measures from the aspects of politics, economy, education, culture and so on. He placed
emphasis on the role of culture and the interests of the frontier people, which embodies his thoughts of "
priority of culture over politics" and "frontier people orientation" on frontier administration.

Key Words: Xu Yi-tang;frontier problems;cultural politics; thoughts on frontier administration
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