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of a single relatively independent archaeological culture. The remains of the Xiagiyuan and Yueshi
cultures found in the ruins of the later stage of the fourth phase can be related to the historical fact
recorded in written sources that Tang overthrew the Xia. All of this serves as the basis for regarding the
Erlitou culture as Xia culture. Answers to such questions as whether Erlitou culture has any script, and
what civilization level it was at, await further archaeological research. The archaeological exploration of
Xia culture shows that the scientific combination of ancient writings and historical archaeology based on
rigorous and in-depth study in accordance with their respective disciplinary norms is the way forward for
historiography.

On the Origin of Khagan Temples Zhang Qingjie(36)

There are many khagan (Chinese: kehan) temples or remains of temples in the cities and
counties of Jiexiu, Lingshi, Shilou, Zhongyang and Fuyang in Shanxi province. The word
khagan is in relation to the Xianbei people in the Wei and Jin dynasties. In the Tang, a memorial
“statue hall” in Jiangzhou (today’s Xinjiang County, Yuncheng City) which commemorated
Hulii Guang was later expanded into a temple. Research indicates that given that khagan temples
originated in the Tang, the objects of veneration would have been figures from the Tang or the
Northern Dynasties. Among the nomad leaders of this time and place, Hulii Guang, a Chilé man
attached to the Xianbei, was the only one to fulfill the requirement that the person worshipped
should have given his life for his work, striven to stabilize the nation, and been able to handle
major disasters. He thus left an eternally honorable reputation and was sincerely venerated by the
different ethnic groups. He would have been the khagan worshiped in the khagan temples in this
region. Such temples were a natural combination of the worship of nomadic heroes and the rituals
and customs of Han temple worship. Lasting through the centuries, this is a vivid testimony to
the substantial integration and intermingling of different ethnicities in ancient times.

Tracing the Origin of the Practice of “Self-Recommendation by Submitting Papers” (Toudie Ziju) in
the Imperial Examination System Lou Jin(55)

In the Northern and Southern Dynasties, it was increasingly common for local officials to
examine and recommend students from outside their areas for official services and for students to

3

seek such recommendations. This trend provided the foundation for “self-recommendation by
submitting papers” (toudie ziju). In the Northern Dynasties, government school students could
be recommended even if they only sat for the examinations without attending the school, which
facilitated the practice of self-recommendation by submitting papers. Against the background of
the local government schools’ tradition of openness and the prevalence of wandering scholars in
the later Northern dynasties, the Northern Qi dynasty allowed such scholars to be tested and
recommended in the same way as the teachers and students at local government schools, opening
the examinations both to the learned and to persons noted for their filial piety. By this time, self-
recommendation by submitting papers had become an institution. The Sui and Tang rules on
regular examinations in each jurisdiction and the fact that from Wu Zetian’s reign on, most of
those who followed this practice were wandering scholars developed out of this institution. The
genesis and development of the self-recommendation by submitting papers system derived from
Wei and Jin trends: the broadening of the basis of the imperial examination system, the review of
examination subjects, and the perfection of the examination system. Together, they constitute
an unbroken panorama of the way the system of examination and recommendation evolved into

the imperial examination system.

The Development of the Image of Ming Commander Yuan Jin as a Captive and the Dealings of
China, Japan and Korea Liu Xiaodong and Nian Xu(72)

In the second year of the Jiajing era, the Japanese daimyo Hosokawa and Ouchi each sent
tribute missions to the Ming court. When they arrived at Ningbo in Zhejiang, they started a
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