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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Rise and Fall of Socialist Movements: A Study of Their Roots in World Systems//Deng Chao

In the history of socialist movements there appeared four international centers in the world from 1830
to 1920. This essay argues that the rise and fall of these centers were related to the change of world
economic systems and that the shift of these centers from one to another was also caused by the expansion of
the world economic system. The author further observes that a countrys socialist movement often
experienced a downturn when the country occupied an advantageous position in the world system. By
contrast a country’s socialist movement tended to reach a highpoint when the country was a weak

component in the world system.

Hometown Records by the Educated Class in the Yangzi Delta during the Late Qing and the Early

Republic Period: A Genre of Primary Sources for Social History//Zhu Xiaotian

Having grown up in the countryside and also gathered traveling experiences beyond their hometown
the educated class in the lower Yangzi Delta left us with a rich body of hometown records about China’s
transformation in the late Qing and early Republic period. These hometown records which are termed by
the author as the “gutu jishi " offer eyewitness accounts of the country usually showing a
heightened concern for the life of the common people which tends to be the focus of attention among social
historians. Based on their different value systems the authors of these hometown records reveal a variety of
life experiences in the Yangzi Delta region. As they were native writers their writings help expose the inner
and inherent logic of the social fabric drawing special attention to the basic units in everyday life. They
provide unique insights on the relationship among the internal structure the historical contexts and the
external environment outside the region. As personal accounts these records also differ from the romantic
writings of the previous ages hence are useful narratives for contributing to the study of social
history. Overall these writings are primary sources in historical study; using them would enhance our study

of the history of the Yangzi Delta at both methodological and theoretical levels.

Beyond the Chicago School: The Rise of New Suburban History in the US//Wang Xu Wang Yuxiang

Appearing in the 1920s the Chicago School in urban sociology has impacted American urban policy as
well as the writing of urban history. For instance the School’s Concentric Zone Theory influenced the FHAs

urban policy which tended to favor the establishment of homogenous white middle class community in the



