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ABSTRACTS

“Tianxia” and “State”

—The Two Directions of Shaping Confucian Political Thought
in the Historical Dimension

Yang Zhaozhong

Abstract: From the historical perspective, during the transition from the “feudal
system” of governance to the “county system”, one characteristics of the Confucian
political thought is the emphasis on “Tianxia” rather than “State”. The political idea of
“Tianxia” is its core, and the promotion of the “universal” civilization is the main con-
cern of it. In modern time, both the idea and the institutional practice of the politics of
“Tianxia” have been disintegrated to a large extent. The idea of “Nation-State”, which
originated from the West, became more significant. However, in an age of globaliza-
tion, the threat to the sense of human social and political security is becoming more
and more obvious. For the contemporary theoretical approach of Confucian politics,
the ideas of “Tianxia” and “State” should be remolded. The weakness of its traditional
concept of “State” can be complemented and enriched by modern “State conscious-
ness”, while the concept of “Tianxia” can help relieve the plight of the contemporary
world’s political order.

Key words: Tianxia; State; Confucian political thought; historical dimension

The Nature and Origin of Xenophon’s Cyropaedia

Lv Houliang

Abstract: In the history of classical literature, Xenophon’s Cyropaedia is a
unique work, and it is difficult to determine its nature. Cyropaedia shares many
common features with Xenophon’s Spartan Constitution and therefore should be taken
as a narrative of the social education of morality carried out by ideal political leadership.
The image of the ideal leader in charge of the rational organization and moral education

of the whole society, Cyrus the Great, is mainly based on historical figures in Xenophon’s
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age. It conveys Xenophon’s own utopian design of an ideal constitution for the
contemporary Greek world.

Key words: Cyropaedia; Xenophon; social education of morality

Griffin and Dante’s Vision of Monarchy

Zhu Zhenyu

Abstract: In Eden, at the summit of Dante’s purgatory, a mystical procession
with Apocalyptic reminiscence reveals the world history to Dante. The most remark-
able vision in the procession is a griffin and the chariot it draws. Traditional commen-
tary takes Griffin as the sign of Christ, and the chariot as the church. Peter Amour,
with his erudite textual research, succeeds in giving a new interpretation. For him,
then, Griffin represents the monarch who rules the world by divine justice, and the
chariot represents the monarchy under the government of him. In Dante’s days, the old
worldwide empire, Rome, has passed away, but Dante the poet, with his apocalyptic
writing, calls DXV, the new monarch of the new spiritual monarchy.

Key words: Griffin; Dante ; monarchy

The Spirit of the Separation of Powers in Montesquieu

Zhang Hongxin

Abstract: The issue of the “separation of powers” is controversial in legal and
political science. This results in debates over its significance, scope and ground. The
problem of power cannot be disentangled from the problem of constitution-making.
The separation of powers based on function does not fit Montesquieu’s theory, and it
is the three different political activities of men, i. e. the making of laws, the execution
of decisions and the adjudication, that are formed in Montesquieu’s original expres-
sion. Powers must not only be separated, but also be combined for the purpose of con-
structing political freedom. A liberal constitution is necessarily a mixed constitution.
The separation of powers in Montesquieu’s analysis is not so much a conclusion as an
invitation for further investigation.

Key words: Montesquieu; separation of powers; political freedom; mixed

constitution
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