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Abstract  During the Assyrian Empire period the Arabs lived in the Syro-Arabian
dessert. They frequently resisted against the Assyrian invasion and later on gradually scattered
throughout the eastern Mediterranean and the hinterland of Mesopotamia. Yet the oases in the
dessert were still their permanent home. The Arabs were a race that based its life on animal
husbandry. In addition while engaging in farming and long distance trade they occasionally
pillaged the cities at the edge of the dessert and caravans passing the area. At the time the
Arabs were in a stage of early state for the fact that they had neither a unified regime nor a
sound bureaucracy. Some tribal chiefs were female leaders while others were male leaders.
The Arabs were polytheistic with the status of their chief god remaining prominent. Not only
did they sculpture statues for their gods but also carried holy figurines during various activities.

Moreover they set up fixed sacrifice centers for religious ceremonies.
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