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Changes of the GDR’s national policy and the causes of its failure
WANG Chao
( Institute of World History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100006 China)
Abstract: After World War II under the direct impact of the Cold War between the USA and the USSR the defeated Germany was di—
vided into the FRG and the GDR.. Faced with this artificial division the GDR initially adhered to the policy of “one nation; one Ger—
many”. But because there is a huge difference in the way of realizing their national unity between the two Germanys the GDR which
was at a disadvantage in the competition with the FRG gradually abandoned the banner of the national unity. In the early 1970s the
Honecker’s government proposed the two — nation policy which marked the GDR completely stepped onto the road of its national sepa—
ratism.. However due to the influences of the GDRs inefficient economic and social policies the penetration of the FRG’s engagement
policy and the dramatic policy shift towards Germany by the USSR the GDR’s policy of separatism ultimately failed. .
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