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Huang Yanhong The Emergence of Revolutionary Discourse and Concepts. The Debate on the
Fiscal Privileges during the End of the Old Regime in France

From the 1750s the public debate in France focusing on the fiscal privileges which was triggered
by the new tax vingtieme contributed to the emergence of the discourse about the transparency of the
royal finances. During this process the institutions with privileges such as the soverain courts played
a crucial role. When these institutions protested the new fiscal system of the crown and defended the
privileges existing in the society composed by hierarchies and communities they used a full set of
concepts rooted in a society which was organized by the principle of particularism. These concepts
such as the right and liberty were various and plural. They also claimed that it was a historically
formed situation that the different communities owned their corresponding rights and privileges.
However during the period around 1780 a new political discourse evolving out of the reflecions and
debates on the fiscal privileges transcended the particularism ignored the historical precedents and
based on the universal rationality and the principle of equality. This transformation of discourse could
be considered a process of singularization and abstraction of some politicosocial concepts wielded by
the privileged. Embedded in the politicosocial history of France in the second half of the 18" century
this semantic-conceptual transformation reshaped the traditional concepts and changed their
relationships. In this respect it is the most significant that the incompatibility between liberty and

equality transformed to the coexistence of both concepts in the revolutionary discourse.

Ni Yuzhen The Important Transformation of the French Political Discourse in the First Half of
the 19" Century: The Reflection on Politics from a Perspective of ‘Society’

The French philosophers in the 18" century were keen to hypothesize the ‘natural state’ and
claim that the ‘natural rights’ were enjoyed by all human beings universally. This way of

contemplating politics was heavily criticized after the French Revolution encountered the setback. Some



